JESUS “THE MATADOR” CHAVEZ

International Boxing Federation Lightweight Champion
Born on Nov. 12, 1972, Parral, Chihuahua, Mexico, now living in Austin, Texas
Height: 5’ 5” Weight: Lightweight (130)
Record: 42-3, 29 KOs

At the age of 34, Jesus Chavez is a 12-and-one-half-year pro. The International Boxing Federation (IBF) lightweight world champion won the title in his last fight on Sept. 17, 2005, over defending champion Leavander Johnson. Tragically, Johnson later passed away from injuries that he sustained in the fight.

More than two years earlier, Chavez won the World Boxing Council (WBC) super featherweight world title on Aug. 15, 2003, before a capacity hometown crowd in Austin, Texas.  The champion then lost the crown in his initial title defense six months later against Erik Morales.  Chavez was floored twice in the second round and injured his right shoulder.
Armed with an aggressive, all-out style in the ring, Chavez has fought top opposition throughout his career and has several impressive wins to his credit.  The list includes victories over current or former world champions: Johnson (11th-round TKO); Carlos Hernandez (12-round decision); Morales (12-round loss); Sirimongkol Singmanassak (12-round decision); Floyd Mayweather (TKO’d by in ninth round); Tom Johnson (eighth-round TKO); Troy Dorsey (sixth-round TKO); Louie Espinoza (eighth-round technical decision), and Javier Jauregui (12-round decision).
In his last fight, Chavez TKO’d 35 year-old defending champion Johnson (34-4-2 going in). Johnson swept the first round on all three scorecards, but that was the only round he won. Chavez cut the champion over his left eye in the second round, and steadily wore him down. The challenger then rocked Johnson with a right hand in the eighth, and bloodied his opponent’s mouth with another right in the ninth.  
After Chavez rocked Johnson with an unanswered series of punches in the 11th round, the referee stopped the fight at 0:38. After 10 rounds, Chavez led 99-91 and 98-92 twice.
After the fight, Johnson collapsed in his dressing room and underwent emergency surgery for a subdural hematoma.  The former champion passed away five days later.
Less than four months before defeating Johnson, Chavez registered a 12-round split decision (117-111, 115-113, and 113-115) on May 28, 2005, over former world champion Hernandez (41-4-1 going in) in a WBC super featherweight elimination bout. Hernandez pressed forward and maintained a relentless pace.  However, Chavez staggered his counterpart in the third and rallied in the middle rounds. Hernandez was cut over the right eye in the fifth round, but rallied late in the fight to stagger Chavez in the 12th. 
In his lone 2004 outing, Chavez dropped a 12-round unanimous decision (118-108, 117-109 and 115-112) to former world champion Morales (45-1 going in) on Feb. 28, 2004.  Chavez buckled Morales’ knees midway through the first round, but Morales came back to score two knockdowns in the second, and Chavez was cut over the left eye.
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Chavez injured his right shoulder early in the fight and threw a minute amount of right hands.  However, he still fought aggressively for the remainder with his jab and left hook, and cut Morales over the left eye in the fourth. Many rounds were close and had the fans on their feet. The crowd gave the fighters a standing ovation at the final bell.
“Morales hurt me, but when I got over it, I was fine,” Chavez said. “After catching Morales with a right that stunned him, I threw a punch that pulled a muscle in my shoulder. People saw what I did with one hand. With two hands, I would have knocked him out.”
On Aug. 15, 2003, Chavez captured the WBC super featherweight title by registering a 12-round unanimous decision (118-110 and 117-111 twice) over defending champion Sirimongkol Singmanassak (43-1 going in).  Chavez cut the champion over the right eye in the seventh round and staggered him in the 10th.
In his 2003 debut, Chavez scored a sixth-round TKO over Carlos Gerena (38-4 going in) on March 22 in a WBC super featherweight world title elimination bout. After Chavez staggered Gerena in the sixth round, his counterpart was out on his feet when the referee stopped the fight at 2:10.  
Four months earlier, Chavez recorded a sixth-round TKO over Johnny Walker (18-5 going in) on Nov. 15, 2002, in Laredo, Texas.  Chavez rocked Walker several times, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:03 of the sixth.
On June 28, 2002, in San Antonio, Texas, Chavez TKO’d Julio Sanchez-Leon (20-11-1 going in). Chavez scored a knockdown with a right hand in the seventh round, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:34.

“It was a beautiful right hand,” Chavez said. “I am proud of that one.”
Three months into the 2002 campaign, Chavez scored a third-round knockout over Gerardo Zayas (22-4 going in) on March 22 in Austin, Texas. Chavez, who entered the ring wearing a Texas Longhorns football jersey with the number “1”, was cut by an accidental clash of heads in the second round.  However, he scored a knockdown in the third, and the referee stopped the fight at 1:26.
In his initial world title appearance on Nov. 10, 2001, Chavez was TKO’d by defending WBC Super Featherweight Champion Floyd Mayweather (26-0 going in).  The champion wore Chavez down and rocked him with a series of punches in the ninth round. Chavez’ corner stopped the fight after the stanza. After eight completed rounds, Mayweather led 88-83, 87-82 and 87-84.

“I gave the best fighter in the world the best fight he has ever had,” Chavez said. “My corner stopped the fight. Ronnie Shields stopped it because he knows there will be many more nights for me to come.”
On May 26, 2001, in Grand Rapids, Mich., Chavez successfully defended his North American Boxing Federation (NABF) super featherweight title for the 11th time by registering a 12-round unanimous decision (117-110 three times) over Juan Arias (33-1 going in).  Chavez was penalized one point for low blows in the sixth, while Arias was cut on his scalp in the seventh and cut over his left eye in the eighth.
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Three months earlier on Feb. 23, 2001, in Austin, Chavez retained his NABF super featherweight crown for the 10th time by scoring an eighth-round TKO over former world champion Tom Johnson (50-8-2 going in). Chavez scored a knockdown in the seventh round with a body punch. Johnson’s corner stopped the fight after the round.

In his 2001 debut, Chavez registered a sixth-round TKO over Benito Rodriguez on Jan. 14 in Houston, Texas.
Four months before defeating Rodriguez, Chavez scored a second-round TKO over Miguel Andrade on Aug. 4, 2000, in Ensenada, Mexico.
Prior to defeating Russell Mosley in June 2000, Chavez successfully defended his NABF title for the ninth time when he TKO’d former NABF featherweight champion Daryl Pinckney on March 3, 2000, in Chihuahua, Mexico. Chavez was knocked down in the second round, but rallied to stop Pinckney in the fourth. 
In the final fight of his sixth pro campaign, Chavez retained his NABF crown for the eighth time by scoring a fifth-round TKO over former U.S. national amateur champion Adarryl Johnson (10-1-2 going in) on Nov. 15, 1999.

Less than three months before taking on Johnson, Chavez defended his NABF title for the seventh time by scoring a fourth-round knockout over Armando Bosques on Aug. 27, 1999.


Earlier in the same month Chavez recovered from a second-round knockdown to score a third-round TKO over Bruno Rabanales in a non-title affair on Aug. 3, 1999. 

Kicking of the 1999 campaign on May 23, Chavez successfully retained his NABF championship for the sixth time by registering a 12-round decision over two-time Mexican champion Julio Alvarez (20-4 going in).
In his fifth NABF title defense, Chavez TKO’d Rudolfo Lunsford in the fourth round on Oct. 2, 1998.
Prior to kicking off 1998 with two non-title affairs, Chavez defended his NABF title for the fourth time by scoring a sixth-round TKO over former world champion Troy Dorsey on Oct. 4, 1997, in Atlantic City, N.J.
Less than two months earlier, Chavez retained his NABF crown for the third time when he recorded a fourth-round TKO over Wilfredo Negron (15-2 going in) on Aug. 19, 1997, in Austin. Chavez scored a knockdown in the second round and consistently outworked Negron. After Chavez rocked his opponent late in the fourth, Negron could not continue after the round.
On June 10, 1997, Chavez earned a 12-round unanimous decision (118-114 and 117-112 twice) over John Brown to defend his NABF title for the second time. Brown started effectively, but faded in the extreme heat of the arena as Chavez outworked him.
In his initial NABF defense, Chavez earned an eight-round technical decision (78-74 twice and 77-75) over former two-time world champion Louie Espinoza (52-11-2 going in) on May 5, 1997, Espinoza was cut over his right eye by a clash of heads in the eighth round and could not continue.
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Chavez kicked of 1997 in grand fashion by capturing the vacant NABF super featherweight title on March 3 with a sixth-round TKO over Luis Leija (18-2-1 going in).  Chavez was rocked in the third round, but came back to score two knockdowns in the sixth, and stopped Leija at 2:26.
On Aug. 9, 1996, Chavez won the vacant NABF featherweight crown by registering a 12-round unanimous decision (120-109 twice and 118-110) over Javier Jauregeui (36-5-1 going in).

In his second 1996 outing, Chavez earned his initial pro title, the WBC Continental Americas featherweight championship, with a 12-round unanimous decision over Cedric Mingo (22-5 going in) on March 31.  Chavez floored his opponent in the third and dominated.
On Jan. 7, 1995, in San Antonio, Chavez dropped an eight-round split decision to Puerto Rican prospect Gerena (8-0 going in). After the fight, Gerena reportedly walked over to Chavez and told him that he did not deserve to win.

Chavez made his pro debut at age 21 on Aug. 5, 1994, in Houston and recorded a four-round split decision over hometown favorite Lewis Wood.
Born in the town of Parral in the state of Chihuahua, Mexico, Chavez grew up in nearby Delicias and moved to Chicago with his family at age five.

The youngster started boxing by accident.

“I wanted to take karate classes, but my father was paying for my mother’s medical treatments and could not afford them, so I took free swimming classes in the Ekert Park building instead,” Chavez said.

“One day, when I left the pool, I heard a bell ring in the basement. I went down there and saw a boxing gym where they gave free lessons. I have been boxing ever since. I still do not swim very well.”
During his amateur career, Chavez compiled a 95-5 record, won the Chicago Golden Gloves in 1988, ’89, and ‘90, and the Chicago Youth Organization Championships the same three years.  

Chavez’ nickname, “El Matador,” came from Tom O’Shea, his first amateur boxing coach and high school English teacher: O‘Shea was an Ernest Hemingway enthusiast, and took the nickname from Hemingway’s stories about bullfighting. Chavez’ full name is Jesus Gabriel Sandoval-Chavez.
In November 2000, Chavez was able to legally return to the U.S. after an absence of three years.  As a teenager living in Chicago, he was convicted of robbing a grocery store, sent to prison for three-and-one-half years, then deported to Mexico.

The youngster sneaked back across the border to Austin in 1994, turned pro and lived illegally for three years, He was caught when he applied for a driver’s license, deported again, and lived with his grandparents for three years in Delicias, Mexico. On Feb. 8, 2001, Chavez received his permanent resident status.
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Achievements
· World championship fights – 2-2, one KO

· IBF lightweight world champion
· Ranked The Ring No. 4 at 135 pounds
· Former WBC super featherweight world champion

· Former NABF super featherweight champion, 11 successful defenses

· Former NABF featherweight champion
· Former WBC Continental Americas featherweight champion

