“BAD” CHAD DAWSON
Undefeated North American Boxing Federation Light Heavyweight Champion and 

World Boxing Council No. 2-Ranked Light Heavyweight Contender 
Born in Hartsville, S.C., on July 13, 1982, Now Residing in New Haven, Conn.
Height: 6’ 3” – Weight: Light Heavyweight (168)
Record: 22-0, 15 KOs
Thirty seconds into the biggest fight of his life on June 2, 2006, undefeated Chad Dawson sat on the canvas and saw a title shot flash before his eyes.  Undeterred, world-ranked light heavyweight contender got up and dominated champion Eric Harding en route to capturing the North American Boxing Federation (NABF) 175-pound crown with a 12-round unanimous decision on “ShoBox: The New Generation.”

Dawson punished Harding with a dominant right hand, and caused his opponent to bleed from the lower lip and left nostril.  The newly-crowned NABF champion landed the hardest punch of the evening when a brutal right uppercut snapped Harding’s head back in the ninth round.  Two judges scored the bout 117-110, while the third had it 116-111.

“We had a great game plan,” Dawson said.  “I did not get the stoppage I wanted, but I did work hard for this victory.  It feels great to defeat a fighter that I looked up to when I was growing up.”

Less than one minute into the battle of southpaws, Harding caught Dawson with a left hook to the head and sent the unbeaten fighter to the seat of his pants for only the second time in his pro career.  However, the taste of leather and mat only increased Dawson’s motivation.

“It was a flash knockdown,” Dawson said.  “Harding caught me with a good shot, but it was the only mistake I made all night.  Getting knocked down just makes me meaner.”

“ShoBox” expert analyst Steve Farhood was impressed with Dawson’s performance and said he is ready for a world title shot.

“Dawson was just too fast, too eager and too poised for Harding,” Farhood said.  “The light heavyweight division is conquerable.  I would not hesitate to put him in with one of the world champions.

“Bad” Chad will get that chance when he challenges WBC Light Heavyweight Champion Tomasz Adamek Feb. 3 on SHOWTIME CHAMPIONSHIP BOXING.

Mature beyond his years, the soft-spoken Dawson is on the verge of fulfilling his ultimate goal.
(More…)

Chad Dawson Bio - Page 2

 “My dream is to become a world champion and have a different lifestyle,’’ Dawson said. “I do not want to just be the best champion. I want to be one of the best ever. I am not talking just fighting wise, but by being a good guy. (Being world champion) is not just about going in and knocking people's heads off and holding a title.’’ 

“This is a great opportunity. It would be great to win and then go to the Super Bowl the next day.’’
Dawson is promoted by Gary Shaw Productions, LLC, and managed by Mike Criscio of New Haven. Criscio was the one who suggested new trainer Floyd Mayweather Sr. to Dawson.

“We were talking about trainers and when I mentioned the Mayweather name, Dawson reacted,” Criscio said. “He said, ‘Let's get him.’ This guy has forgotten more than most trainers around today will ever know.

“I like Floyd's old-time style and so does Dawson. Mayweather is going over all of Dawson’s mechanics and smoothing things out defensively and offensively. Mayweather is making Dawson an all-around better fighter.’’

In a pre-arranged agreement with Team Dawson, Mayweather will not be in the corner on fight night because he made a prior commitment to be in a South African ring with Laila Ali. 
“I feel Dawson is the next champion, but I made my prior commitment perfectly clear to him and to his manager,’’ Mayweather said.

Regarding his nickname, Dawson said: “When I was younger, I was so quiet that everybody always thought I had something up my sleeve. So they called me ‘Bad Chad Dawson.’ I was about 10 or 12 years old.”

Prior to defeating Harding, Dawson TKO’d James Hearn (10-5-1 going in) on March 4, 2006, in Manchester, England. The fight was on the undercard of the Joe Calzaghe-Jeff Lacy main event.  Dawson stopped Hearn at 2:07 of the third round.

One month earlier, Dawson recorded an eight-round unanimous decision (80-72 three times) over Jason Naugler (13-4-1 going in) on Feb. 4, 2006. The fight was on the undercard of the Jose Luis Castillo-Rolando Reyes main event.

On Nov. 18, 2005, Dawson captured the vacant North American Boxing Organization (NABO) middleweight title in New Haven, Conn., by scoring an 11th-round TKO over Ian Gardner (19-2 going in).
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Headlining for the second time in his hometown, Gardner moved in and out of range in the early rounds and kept his opponent off balance.  However, Dawson steadily pressed forward behind his jab, wore Gardner down, and began landing hard combinations in the fifth and sixth rounds. 
Dawson scored one knockdown in the eighth round, then three more in the 11th. The first came after a glancing punch, and the second occurred moments later following a series of punches. Dawson scored the final knockdown with a straight left hand that sent Gardner bouncing off the ropes.  The referee stopped the fight without a count at 1:12. After 10 rounds, Dawson led 100-89, 100-90 and 99-90.

On Aug. 6, 2005, in Tampa, Fla., Dawson TKO’d Ron Boddie. The bout was on the undercard of the Jeff Lacy-Robin Reid main event at the St. Pete Times Forum that drew an announced crowd of 15,056. Dawson scored two knockdowns in the opening round and another in the second.  The referee stopped matters after the second round.

In his third WBC youth middleweight title defense, Dawson recorded a fourth-round TKO over Efrain Garcia (17-4-1 going in) on April 1, 2005, in New Haven, Conn.  The scheduled 10-rounder headlined at the Downtown Athletic Complex and drew an estimated crowd of 2,800. Dawson wore Garcia down with a steady body attack and rocked his counterpart repeatedly. Garcia’s face was bloody and battered. The referee stopped the fight after the fourth round.

Less than four months earlier, Dawson successfully defended his WBC youth middleweight crown for the second time with a seventh-round TKO over former world champion Carl Daniels (49-4-1 going in) on Dec. 10, 2004, in Mashantucket, Conn.
Dawson towered over the five-foot-nine-inch Daniels and dominated. Dawson boxed and jabbed effectively in the early rounds, and wore Daniels down with a steady body attack. Dawson recorded a knockdown with a right hook in the sixth round.  Daniels was later cut between the eyes in the seventh, and the referee stopped the fight on the cut after the round.  Following seven stanzas, Dawson led 70-62 twice and 70-61.


In his initial WBC youth middleweight title defense, Dawson recorded a 10-round unanimous decision (100-90 twice and 98-91) over previous undefeated Darnell Wilson (8-0-1 going in) on Oct. 29, 2004, in Mashantucket.  Dawson consistently outworked Wilson, a 1996 U.S. Olympic alternate, and was the more accurate puncher.

On March 27, 2004, in Mashantucket, Dawson fought to a no contest against Aundalen Sloan. The bout was on the undercard of Vinny Paz’ farewell fight against Tocker Pudwill. Dawson outworked Sloan, consistently landed the sharper punches and won a six-round unanimous decision by the score 60-54 three times.  However, Dawson tested positive for marijuana in the post-fight drug test.  The result was later changed to a no contest.  Dawson also was suspended for 90 days and fined $1,000.
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On Halloween night 2003, Dawson provided the Providence, R.I., fans with a treat when he captured the vacant WBC youth middleweight title by scoring an eighth-round TKO over Dumont Welliver (14-5-1 going in).

Dawson consistently outworked Welliver, landed the harder punches, and dominated. Welliver’s left eye started swelling in the third round, and was swollen shut by the eighth. The referee stopped the fight after the round.  Following eight rounds, Dawson led 80-72 on all three scorecards. 

On Aug. 1, 2003, in Hampton Beach, N.H., Dawson TKO’d 40-year-old former NABF junior middleweight champion Brett Lally (31-11 going in).  Lally did not continue after the fifth round.

Three month earlier on May 2, 2003, in Mashantucket, Dawson TKO’d Earl Allen. Dawson staggered Allen in the third round and the referee stopped the fight at 2:59.

On March 21, 2003, in Mashantucket, Dawson TKO’d former U.S. National Junior amateur champion Willie Lee (10-1 going in).  Lee scored a knockdown in the opening round, but Dawson rallied and rocked his opponent with a series of punches in the third.  The referee stopped the fight at 2:38.

In his 2003 debut on Feb. 1 in Uncasville, Conn., Dawson won a six-round unanimous decision (60-54 and 59-55 twice) over Shannon Miller despite getting knocked down in the second round.

On Oct. 25, 2002, in Mashantucket, Dawson TKO’d John William (9-1 going in).  Dawson cut his opponent under the left eye in the third round, and the referee stopped the fight on the cut at 1:49 of the fourth.

More than two months earlier on Aug. 3, 2002, in Mashantucket, Dawson won a six-round unanimous decision (59-54, 59-55 and 58-56) over fellow southpaw Faustino Gonzalez.

On May 18, 2002, in Uncasville, Dawson TKO’d Gary Grant.  Dawson scored a knockdown in the opening round. Grant got up, but Dawson rocked him with a series of punches and the referee stopped the fight at 1:36.

In his initial bout from Uncasville, Dawson won a four-round unanimous decision (40-36 three times) over Chad Sawyer on April 27, 2002.

Continuing his tour of Connecticut, Dawson scored a knockdown in the third round en route to a four-round unanimous decision (40-35 three times) over Martin Desjardins on March, 1, 2002, from Mashantucket.

In his initial 2002 outing on Feb. 16, Dawson TKO’d Jerald Lowe at 2:56 of the opening round. 
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Dawson closed out his first pro campaign in dramatic fashion on Dec. 13, 2001, by knocking James Orso out in Mashantucket. Dawson recorded two knockdowns in the opening round, and Orso was counted out at 1:58.

On Sept. 21, 2001, in Cranston, R.I., Dawson knocked out Antonio Baker in the opening round.
Dawson made his pro debut at age 19 on 8-18-01 in Mashantucket and knocked out Steve Garrett at 1:46 of the second round.

Born in Hartsville, S.C., Dawson has four brothers and two sisters. The family moved to New Haven when Dawson was six years old. Dawson’s father, Rick, was a pro fighter.

“I think his last pro fight was around the time I was born. He was a full-time fighter, but things did not work out like he had planned. At the time, he had about five kids already, so he had to get a job. He did a lot of different things. In South Carolina, where we were from, there really was not much work at the time. That is why we moved up here.”

A boxer since he could walk, the sweet science came naturally to Dawson.

“When we were little kids, my dad would have me and my brothers box,” Dawson said. “We would have little boxing tournaments, just among us. My father brought me to the gym when I was 10 or 11 years old.” 

Naturally right-handed, Dawson, the father of a young son, grew up watching his southpaw dad and adopted the left-handed fighting style.

