“SMOOTH” RODNEY JONES
 North American Boxing Federation Super Welterweight Champion and 

International Boxing Federation No. 1-Ranked Junior Middleweight Contender
Born in Lafayette, La., on July 28, 1968, now Residing in Stockton, Calif.

Height: 6’ 1” – Weight: Junior Middleweight (154)
Record: 37-3-1, 23 KOs

· IBF No. 1-ranked junior middleweight contender and mandatory challenger…  
· NABF super welterweight champion, two successful defenses…

· Former jr. middleweight world title challenger…

· Former NABO jr. middleweight champion, five successful defenses…

· Manager: Tom DiFrancesco

· Trainer: Richard Perez

At the age of 37, Rodney is a 14-year pro. A veteran left-handed contender at 154 pounds, he is undefeated - 12-0-1 - in his last 13 fights, with nine wins by knockout, dating back to July, 2001.

Rodney said, “I’m looking to fight for a world title, and in order to do that, I’ve got to show that I’m the best fighter in the world. One of my tests is to go through people to prove that I’m an all-around fighter, I’m not just one-dimensional. In order to be successful in the fight game, you have to be able to fight against all kinds of styles.”

He has fought good opposition throughout his career and has several impressive wins to his credit, including Michael Lerma (W12), Dwain Williams (KO5), Fidel Avendano (W10), Shibata Flores (KO11), and Antonio Margarito (W10), who currently holds the WBO welterweight world title.

Rodney’s last loss came in September, 2000, by 12-round majority decision in a world title challenge against WBO jr. middleweight champion Harry Simon. Rodney’s other two losses came in his sixth and seventh pro fights in 1993 against Ross Thompson and Alfred Ankamah.

Regarding his nickname, he said, “You know my trainer, we were just joking around and listening to music and it had something smooth in it or whatever. We just started playing with it, and then went with it. It was around ’94, I think.”

Key Fights – 2006- IBF JM ELIMINATION BOUT – in his last fight on 2-24-06 at Dover Downs Casino in Dover, DE, he fought to a convincing 12 round unanimous decision over Raul Frank in the rematch of their last bout.  Rodney controlled the entire fight, moving well, jabbing effectively and landing at will with power shots.  After the bout, Rodney was mandated by the IBF as the mandatory challenger to champion Cory Spinks.

2005 – IBF JM ELIMINATION BOUT - in his last fight on 10-1-05 in Tampa, FL, he fought to a 12 round draw against Raul Frank (27-4-1): the bout was on the undercard of the Antonio Tarver-Roy Jones Jr. III main event at the St. Pete Times Forum, which drew an announced capacity crowd of 20,895, and it was a very close fight; Rodney jabbed effectively and generally outworked Frank, but Frank landed the harder punches and worked the body well; Frank was cut over his right eye by a clash of heads in the 4th, and Rodney was cut under his left eye by a clash of heads in the 7th; both fighters stepped up their pace in the final two rounds - Frank appeared to take the 11th, but Rodney rallied and rocked Frank in the 12th; scored 117-111 Jones, 115-113 Frank, 114-114…

2ND NABF SW DEFENSE - on 5-24-05 in Spokane, WA, he won a 12 round split decision against former NABF welterweight champion Teddy Reid (23-6-1): it was a good fight; Reid pressed forward, but Rodney boxed effectively and consistently outworked him; Rodney was penalized one point for punching on a break in the 9th round, and Reid was penalized one point for punching on a break in the 10th; Reid scored a knockdown with a right hand in the 12th round, but Rodney won by scores of 115-111, 114-111 Jones, 114-111 Reid…

On 2-10-05 in Lemoore, CA, he TKO’d Rudy Lovato (20-30-4) in the 2nd round…

2004 - 1ST NABF SW DEFENSE - on 9-16-04 in Lemoore he won a 12 round unanimous decision against Michael Lerma (29-9-1): Rodney boxed effectively, consistently outworked Lerma, and won by scores of 120-108, 118-110, 117-111; after the fight, Rodney said, “I checked his chin and it held up. He’s a hard person to stop. He punches hard and keeps coming. He caught me with some good shots. But outboxing him was the game plan.”…
WON VACANT NABF SW TITLE - on 4-15-04 in Lemoore he knocked out previously undefeated Andres Pacheco (13-0): Rodney consistently outworked Pacheco; he landed the harder punches, dominated every round, and the referee stopped the fight after the 9th; after the fight, Rodney said, “I knew I had him hurt, so I was just taking my time. I’m not the fighter that charges into people, so that’s why it took longer than expected.”…
2003 - on 12-11-03 in Lemoore he knocked out Floyd Williams (30-14-1): Rodney scored a knockdown in the 2nd round, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:52…

On 9-25-03 in Stockton, CA, he knocked out former WBO welterweight world champion Manning Galloway (59-15-1): Rodney outworked Galloway and wore him down; Rodney scored a knockdown in the 6th round, and Galloway was counted out…

On 7-11-03 in Reno, NV, he TKO’d former NABF super welterweight champion Jason Papillon (36-9-1): Rodney cut Papillon over the right eye in the 3rd round and steadily wore him down; the referee stopped the fight after the 7th round…

On 4-19-03 in Fresno, CA, he TKO’d Gilbert Jackson (16-7): the fight was on the undercard of Floyd Mayweather vs Victoriano Sosa; Jackson did not continue after the 3rd round…

2002 - on 11-22-02 in Lemoore he knocked out Paulino Avitia (12-2) in the 2nd round…

On 6-18-02 in Del Mar, CA, he knocked out Dwain Williams (24-4): Rodney consistently outworked Williams and scored a knockdown in the 5th round; Williams got up, but his corner threw in the towel to stope the fight at 2:58…

2001 - on 9-6-01 in Lemoore, CA, he TKO’d Robert West (18-8-4): Rodney scored three knockdowns in the 1st round, another in the 3rd, and West did not answer the bell for the 4th round…

On 7-29-01 in Lemoore he knocked out former Panamanian jr. welterweight champion Agustin Caballero (16-12-2): Rodney scored a knockdown early in the 1st round, but was knocked down himself as he moved in to follow up; he came back and scored knockdowns in the 2nd, 3rd, and 6th rounds, and the referee stopped the fight without a count after the last knockdown…

2000 – WBO JM WORLD TITLE CHALLENGE - on 9-23-00 in Rama, ONT, he lost a 12 round majority decision against defending champion Harry Simon (19-0): Simon outworked Rodney in the early rounds, but Rodney staggered Simon in the 8th; Rodney finished the last two rounds strongly, but couldn’t catch up on the scorecards; scored 117-111 117-111 Simon, 114-114; looking back, Rodney said, I really felt like I didn’t do as well as I could have done. These champions, I just feel like I’m capable of beating any one of those guys. With the right opportunity and the right chance, I could be right there.”…

On 5-6-00 in Las Cruces, NM, he won an 8 round decision against journeyman Eric Holland (21-27-3)…

1999 – on 1-25-99 in Anaheim, CA, he won a 10 round unanimous decision against Texas veteran Jaime Lerma (25-7): Rodney outboxed Lerma and won by scores of 98-92, 97-93, 97-93; Rodney weighed 153; Lerma was fined $1,000 for weighing in at 164, 11 pounds over the contracted weight…

1998 – 5TH NABO JM DEFENSE – on 9-28-98 in Inglewood, CA, he knocked out William Ruiz (23-11): Rodney staggered Ruiz several times in the 8th, and the referee stopped the fight after the round…

4TH NABO JM DEFENSE – on 6-22-98 in Inglewood he knocked out former Mexican champion Javier Altamirano (41-9-3): Rodney scored a knockdown in the 1st round, hurt Altimirano in nearly every round, and stopped him in the 8th…

1997 – 3RD NABO JM DEFENSE – on 12-8-97 in Inglewood he knocked out Craig Kitka (16-1): Rodney knocked down Kitka with a left uppercut in the 1st round, and he was counted out at 2:25…

2ND NABO JM DEFENSE – on 8-27-95 in Inglewood he knocked out Tim Shocks (17-3): Rodney dominated the fight and stopped Shocks in the 12th round…

1ST NABO JM DEFENSE – on 3-17-97 in Inglewood he knocked out Oscar Gonzalez (17-2) in the 6th round…

1996 – WON VACANT NABO JM TITLE –on 11-18-96 in Inglewood he knocked out Jose Shibata Flores (33-4) in the 11th round; Flores went on to win the USBA title…

On 9-7-96 in Las Vegas  he won a 4 round decision against Brooklyn’s Stephan Johnson (27-5-1)…

On 6-28-96 in Culver City, CA, he won a 10 round unanimous decision against Tijuana prospect Antonio Margarito (9-2): Rodney frustrated Margarito with his speed and movement, and outworked him; score 99-91, 99-92, 98-92; Margarito is the current WBO welterweight world champion…

On 2-21-96 in Woodland Hills, CA, he knocked out Floyd Weaver (13-4-2) in the 4th round; Floyd is the younger brother of former heavyweight world champion Mike Weaver, and one of fighting triplets with his brothers Lloyd and Troy…

1993 – on 11-15-93 in Inglewood he was knocked out against hard punching Ghanian prospect Alfred Ankamah (5-0) in the 3rd round …

On 6-8-93 in Las Vegas, NV, he lost a 4 round decision against Buffalo, N.Y. prospect Ross Thompson (6-0) …

He debuted at the age of 23 on 9-25-91…

AMATEUR, PERSONAL BACKGROUND: Rodney was born in Lafayette, Louisiana, and moved with his family to Stockton, California, when he was two years old…he said, “I got four brothers and two sisters. My uncle used to box. I was always interested in boxing. It was always something I wanted to do. I didn’t get into it until after high school. I was playing football in high school and I had a knee injury, and when I got out, I had the opportunity to go to the gym and start training. I started when I was 18, about to turn 19.”…

He said he had 35 amateur bouts (31-4), and won the 1991 California State Golden Gloves at 156 pounds…

Rodney has four children; he said, “I got remarried on July 3, 2004. I work part-time in sales at Orkin Pest Control in Stockton.”…

STRENGTHS: A lefthander with good speed, skills, and mobility…a good counterpuncher…at his best, he frustrates his opponents with movement and scores with accurate combinations…

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 14 years, 5 months…40 fights…243 total rounds…12 world championship rounds…

AVERAGE LENGTH OF BOUTS: 6 rounds…

KNOCKOUT PERCENTAGE: 57 %…

DISTANCE FIGHTS: 12 rounds – 5 (3-1-1)…11 rounds – 1 (1-0)…10 rounds – 4 (4-0)…

