ZAB “Super” JUDAH

Age: 29 (10-27-77)

Residence: Brooklyn, New York

Birthplace: Brooklyn, New York

Record: 34-4, 2 NC, 25 KOs

Height: 5’7”

Reach: 72”

Manager, trainer: Yoel Judah (father)

ZAB “Super” JUDAH (34-4, 2 NC, 25 KOs)…

· World championship fights - 11-4 (includes IBF interim world title)…

· Ranked The Ring #5, WBO #9 at 147 pounds...

· Former IBF welterweight world champion…

· Former undisputed WBA, WBC, IBF welterweight world champion, one successful defense…

· Former WBO jr. welterweight world champion, one successful defense…

· Former IBF jr.welterweight world champion, five successful defenses…

· Former IBF interim jr.welterweight world champion…

· Former USBA jr. welterweight champion, one successful defense...

· 1996 U.S. Olympic team alternate, 139 pounds…

· 1995 National PAL amateur champon, 139 pounds…

· 1995 New York Golden Gloves amateur champion, 139 pounds-open…

· 1994 New York Golden Gloves amateur champion, 139 pounds-novice…

At the age of 29, Zab is a 10-year pro. The former undisputed WBA-WBC-IBF welterweight world champion, he won the titles in February, 2004, with a ninth-round TKO win against defending champion Cory Spinks. It was a sensational performance that put Zab among the world’s elite fighters.

He returned to the ring on April 13 after a year off. The fight was stopped in the first round on an injury to Zab’s opponent and ruled no contest.
Zab was coming off two losses in his last two fights. In April, 2006, he lost the IBF welterweight world title by 12 round unanimous decision against Floyd Mayweather, and was suspended for a year for a scuffle in the tenth round of that fight.

In January, 2006, he lost the WBC and WBA welterweight world titles by 12 round unanimous decision against Carlos Baldomir - it was Zab’s first fight in his hometown as a world champion, and the first time he had headlined in the Theater at Madison Square Garden. The IBF welterweight world title was not at stake against Baldomir.

Regarding Miguel Cotto, Zab told Fightnews.com. “I have been in training, and I am going hard, and I can’t wait. I think it’s an excellent fight right now for myself, and I think it’s an excellent fight for Miguel Cotto. A win for Cotto over Zab Judah is huge for his career, a win for Zab Judah over Miguel Cotto is huge for my career, it puts me right back up there. Cotto is a great fighter, he comes with a lot of strength and talent. He brings everything, he has good defense, he’s a determined fighter. He lets his hands go, he’s young, and he’s hungry, and that says it all right there. I am looking at this fight as being a very big and entertaining fight.”
Zab is also a former two-time jr. welterweight world champion. He won the IBF jr. welterweight world title at the age of 22 in February, 2000, and made five successful defenses over the next 21 months. He won the WBO jr. welterweight world title at 26 in July, 2003, and made one successful defense before he moved up to the 147-pound division in April, 2004.

He is experienced against top opposition, and has fought current world champion Carlos Baldomir, and former world champions Cory Spinks twice (TKO9, L12), Rafael Pineda (W12), DeMarcus Corley (W12), Kostya Tszyu (TKOby2), and Terronn Millett (TKO4). He also has impressive wins against contenders Omar Weis (W10), Reggie Green (TKO10), Junior Witter (W12), Jan Bergman (KO4), and Micky Ward (W12).

Regarding his nickname, Zab said, “My father started calling me right when I started my professional career. He said, ‘Everything you do is super.’ ”

Key Fights – 2007 - in his last fight on 4-13-07 in Tunica, MS, he had a no contest against Ruben Galvan (27-11-2): the fight card was originally scheduled to be held outside in a tent by the Mississippi River, but was moved inside at the last minute because of an unexpected storm; Galvan was cut by his hairline on the left side of his forehead in the 1st round – the cut bled heavily, and the fight was stopped at 1:11; although taped replays were not definitive, the local commission determined that the injury was caused by an accidental foul, and ruled no contest; after the fight, Zab said, “I don’t know what happened in there. I put my punches together well and was throwing combinations. I stepped back and I saw a load of blood. My attitude was to just be me. This is what I do. I train hard, I get in there and do my job.”...
2006 – LOST IBF W WORLD TITLE - on 4-8-06 in Las Vegas, NV, he lost a 12 round unanimous decision against Floyd Mayweather (35-0): the fight headlined at the Thomas & Mack Center and drew an announced crowd of 15,170; Zab started fast and won the 1st and 2nd rounds on two scorecards, but Mayweather rallied after that and dominated most of the fight – he swept the 3rd round on all three scorecards, then rounds five through 10; Zab landed a low blow and a right hook to the back of Mayweather’s head in the last seconds of the 10th round, and Roger Mayweather, Floyd’s chief second, entered the ring to challenge Zab; Zab’s chief second and father, Yoel, also entered the ring and a scuffle followed, but several security personnel and and police officers entered the ring and restored order in a few minutes; Mayweather came back and swept the 11th round on all three scorecards but coasted in the 12th and Zab swept the round; scored 116-112, 117-111, 119-109; after the fight, Zab said, “I was aiming for the body. I didn’t mean to hit Floyd low. I had his number early on, but he’s highly defensive. Mayweather is a good fighter. He’s very quick. I make no excuses. He was the better man tonight. It was a good fight. I’d like to do it again.”; the Nevada State Athletic Commission fined Zab $250,000 and suspended his license for a year; Yoel Judah and Roger Mayweather were also fined and suspended...
LOST WBC, WBA W WORLD TITLES - on 1-7-05 in New York, NY, he lost a 12 round unanimous decision against WBC No. 1 Carlos Baldomir (41-9-6): the fight headlined in the Theater at Madison Square Garden and drew an announced capacity crowd of 4,375; Zab started fast and dominated the fight half of the fight - after six rounds, he led by scores of 59-55, 59-56, 58-56; but Baldomir staggered Zab in the 7th - Zab was held up by the ropes, and all three judges scored the round 10-8 - and Baldomir rocked Zab with several more clean punches before the end of the round; Zab tired in the sceond half of the fight and Baldomir rallied - he won the 8th, 11th, and 12th rounds on all three scorecards, and the 9th on two, as well - and won by scores of 115-113, 114-113, 115-112; after the fight Zab said, “He caught me with a good shot, I give him that. I don’t make no excuse. Everybody has a bad night, we made a couple of mistakes. I’m a great sport.”…

2005 - 1ST WBA-WBC-IBF WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 5-14-05 in Las Vegas, NV, he TKO’d IBF No. 1 ranked Cosme Rivera (28-7-2): the fight was the chief support for the Winky Wright-Felix Trinidad main event at the MGM Grand that drew an announced crowd of 14,176; Zab quickly overwhelmed Rivera - he scored one knockdown about 20 seconds into the 1st round, another around the two-minute mark, then staggered Rivera before the bell; Zab landed the harder punches in the 2nd round, and staggered Rivera again midway through the 3rd; Zab scored another knockdown moments later - Rivera got up but was unsteady, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:11; after the fight, Zab said, “This is the new Zab Judah. I’ve grown up a lot.”…
WON WBA-WBC-IBF W WORLD TITLE - on 2-5-05 in St. Louis, MO, he TKO’d defending champion Cory Spinks (34-2) in the rematch: the fight headlined at the Savvis Center and drew an announced crowd of 20,655; Spinks frustrated Zab with movement in the early rounds, but Zab started to find his range in the 6th; Zab staggered Spinks in the last seconds of the 7th round - Spinks’s gloves touched the canvas, but it was ruled to be after the bell had ended the round, and not a knockdown; Zab rocked Spinks midway through the 8th, then scored a knockdown in the 9th - Spinks got up, but Zab staggered him with a series of punches and the referee stopped the fight at 2:49.; after eight rounds, Zab led by scores of 77-75, 78-74, 79-73; after the fight, Zab said, “Hunger and determination was the difference in this fight. I begged and prayed for a second chance after the first fight. He did exactly what I thought he’d do. He was running from my left hand, which made him pull back and let me take him to the body. He has a lot of heart. I’m happy, undisputed. I’m taking the titles back to New York.”…
2004 - on 10-2-04 in New York he TKO’d Wayne Martell (24-2): Zab scored five knockdowns in the 1st round, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:08; after the fight, Zab said, “I felt great fighting in my hometown, and I did spectacular. I’m very powerful at 147, and my next opponent must be Cory Spinks. That’s it.”…
On 5-15-04 in Las Vegas, NV, he won a 12 round split decision against former IBF jr. welterweight world champion Rafael Pineda (38-5): it was a very close fight; Zab started fast, built a lead on the scorecards, and scored a knockdown in the 7th round; but he appeared to lose interest in the middle rounds - he clowned around more than he punched, and Pineda rallied; scored 114-113, 115-112 Judah, 115-112 Pineda…

WBA, WBC, IBF W WORLD TITLE CHALLENGE - on 4-10-04 in Las Vegas he lost a 12 round unanimous decision against defending champion Cory Spinks (32-2): it was a very close fight; Spinks started fast and swept the first four rounds on two scorecards, but Zab rallied in the middle rounds - after eight rounds, the fight was scored 77-75, 77-75 Spinks, 76-76; Spinks rallied again in the late rounds and scored a knockdown - Zab was off-balance - in the 11th, but Zab came back again and scored a devastating knockdown late in the 12th that left Spinks dazed; Spinks finished the round, however, and won by scores of 114-112, 114-112, 116-111; after the fight, Zab said, “I think I could have done more, especially in the early rounds. But I think I did enough.”…
2003 - 1ST WBO JW TITLE DEFENSE - on 12-13-03 in Atlantic City, NJ, he knocked out Jaime Rangel (30-4-1): the fight was on the undercard of the John Ruiz-Hasim Rahman, Bernard Hopkins-William Joppy, Cory Spinks-Ricardo Mayorga triple headliner at Boardwallk Hall that drew an announced crowd of 12,346, and it was a spectacular one-punch knockout; Zab scored a knockdown with a straight left hand in the 1st round, and Rangel was counted out, flat on his back, at 1:12; after the fight, Zab said, “As soon as I hit him, I knew he was hurt. I just knew I wanted to come here and steal the show. I stole the press conference and I think I stole the show so far.”…
WON WBO JW WORLD TITLE - on 7-12-03 in Las Vegas he won a 12 round split decision against defending champion Demarcus Corley (28-1-1): Zab scored a knockdown in the 3rd round, but it was a tactical fight and many rounds were close; Zab outworked Corley in several rounds, and won by scores of 115-112, 115-112 Judah, 115-112 Corley; after the fight, Zab said, “I broke my left hand early and I couldn’t throw it, so I stuck with the jab. I think when I dropped him I took all the energy out of him. I feel good. To come back after a year out and to fight like this with a broken hand, I’m back.”…
2002 - on 7-13-02 in Tunica, MS, he won a 10 round unanimous decision against former Argentinian jr. welterweight champion Omar Weis (35-3-3): it was a close, competitive fight; Zab scored a knockdown in the 2nd round and bloodied Weis’ nose, but Weis came back and rallied in the second half of the fight; scored 96-93, 97-93, 97-93……

2001 - LOST IBF JW WORLD TITLE - on 11-3-01 in Las Vegas he was TKO’d against WBA-WBC jr. welterweight world champion Kostya Tszyu (27-1): it was a highly-anticipated title unification fight, and Zab was considered a 2-1 favorite to win; it was also a spectacular one-punch knockout; Zab started fast and rocked Tszyu several times in the 1st round, but Tszyu pressed forward and outworked Zab in the 2nd; late in the round, Tszyu landed a right hand to the chin that knocked down Zab, flat on his back; he immediately jumped up, but stumbled and fell flat on his face again, and referee Jay Nady stopped the fight at 2:59; after the fight, Zab lunged at Nady, and was led away by his cornermen, then threw his corner stool in Nady’s direction; in his dressing room after the fight, Zab said, “It was a big fight. Emotions are high. For anything I may have done to the referee or anybody else, I apologize. But I’m in a world title fight and I was never given a chance to get a count. He pops you once, you fall, and that’s it? That’s crazy. How could he stop the fight like that? This is a world title fight. That was wrong. I could have fought on.”…

The Nevada Commission filed a complaint that said Zab pushed referee Nady in the midsection with his gloved hand, pressed his glove under Nady’s chin, threw his corner stool across the ring, and had to be restrained by members of his corner and the Las Vegas Police Department; Zab was fined $75,000 and suspended for six months…
5TH IBF JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 6-23-01 in Uncasville, CT, he knocked out previously undefeated Allan Vester (18-0-1): Zab scored two knockdown in the 2nd round; he knocked down Vester again in the 3rd, and he was counted out at 2:58; after the fight, Zab said, “'In the third round, every punch he threw I was looking to counter. I was a little disappointed after the second round because I’m used to finishing him when I hurt a guy. But I found him in the third round.”…
4TH IBF JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 1-13-01 in Uncasville he TKO’d former two-time NABF jr. welterweight champion Reggie Green (33-4): Zab appeared to have the edge in most of the rounds, but many rounds were slow-paced; the crowd began to boo the lack of action as early as the 3rd round, and the referee told both fighters to “Fight” in the 6th and 7th rounds; Zab scored two knockdown in the 10th round, and the referee stopped the fight at 1:29; after nine rounds, Zab led by scores of 88-83, 87-84, 86-85; after the fight, Zab said, “Reggie Green is a veteran. He’s got experience. He’s good. You can’t just throw crazy punches at him.”…

2000 - 3RD IBF JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 10-20-00 in Auburn Hills, MI, he TKO’d former Mexican jr. welterweight champion Hector Quiroz (31-4-1): at 1:56 of the 8th round; after seven rounds, Zab led by scores of 70-63, 68-65, 67-66…

2ND IBF JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 8-5-00 in Uncasville he TKO’d former IBF jr. welterweight world champion Terronn Millett (22-1-1): Zab was knocked down late in the 1st round, but dominated the rest of the fight; he scored one knockdown in the 2nd round, and two in the 4th, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:47; after the fight, Zab said, “I want the credit that I’m due for. Don’t give me anything else that’s above my head. I just want the credit that ‘I'm due for. I was ready tonight. I’m ready to go down in pound-for-pound history as one of the best.”…
1ST IBF JW WORLD TITLE DEFENSE - on 6-24-00 in Glasgow, SCOT, he won a 12 round unanimous decision against previously undefeated late substitute Junior Witter (15-0-2): the fight was on the undercard of the Mike Tyson-Lou Savarese main event in an outdoor arena on a chilly Glasgow night; Witter was extremely cautious and defensive, and Zab dominated the fight; he pressed forward, consistently outworked Witter, and won by scores of 118-110, 118-111, 116-112…

WON VACANT IBF JW WORLD TITLE - on 2-12-00 in Uncasville he knocked out Jan Bergman (38-2): Zab scored two knockdowns in the 1st round, but Bergman came back and scored a knockdown in the 2nd; Zab rallied and scored another knockdown in the 4th round, and Bergman was counted out at 2:50; after the fight, Zab said, “He caught me with a little left and I laughed at him.”…
1999 - on 7-9-99 in Cape Cod, MA, he knocked out David Sample (26-5-1): Zab scored four knockdowns in the 1st round, and the referee stopped the fight at 2:27…

On 4-16-99 in Tunica, MS, he knocked out Juan Torres (11-5): Torres had a very close and controversial 10 round split decision loss against Hector Camacho Jr. in his previous fight, but Zab knocked him down for the full count in the 1st round…

WON IBF INTERIM JW WORLD TITLE - on 1-16-99 in Las Vegas he knocked out Wilfredo Negron (17-3): Zab was wild at the start of the fight, but eventually settled down and dominated every round; he knocked down Negron three times in the 4th round, and the referee stopped the fight at 1:44…

1998 - 1ST USBA JW TITLE DEFENSE - on 10-15-98 in Washington, DC, he TKO’d former USBA and NABF champion and two-time world title challenger Darryl Tyson (47-11-1): Zab scored three knockdowns and stopped Tyson in the 11th round…

On 7-12-98 in Hyannis, MA, he TKO’d Otilio Villareal (15-6-1) in the 2nd round…

WON VACANT USBA JW TITLE - on 6-7-98 in Miami, FL, he won a 12 round unanimous decision against veteran contender Mickey Ward (31-8): Zab dominated the fight, and won by scores of 119-109, 118-110, 118-110…

On 3-10-98 in Pikesville, MD, he had a No Contest against Esteban Flores (8-5): Flores was cut badly by an accidental clash of heads and the fight was stopped; was result was first announced as a technical draw in the 3rd round, but was later changed to No Contest…

He debuted at the age of 18 on 9-20-96 in Miami and TKO’d Michael Johnson in the 2nd round…

AMATEUR, PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 1996 U.S. Olympic team alternate, 139 pounds: 1996 U.S. Olympic Trials: in the quarter-finals of the champion’s bracket, he won a decision against Hector Camacho Jr.; in the semi-finals he won a decision against Ishe Smith; in the finals he lost a decision against David Diaz…

1995 National PAL gold medalist, 139 pounds: in his first fight, he won a decision against Kimberlain Bain; in the quarter-finals he won a decision against Hicklet Lau; in the semi-finals he won a decision against Chantiel Stanciel; in the finals he won a decision against David Diaz…

1995 New York Golden Gloves champion, 139 pounds-open…1994 New York Golden Gloves champion, 139 pounds-novice…

Zab is a lifelong resident of Brooklyn…he said, “I’ve got nine brothers and four sisters. I’m in the middle somewhere. All of my brothers boxed. Right now, it’s just one, two, three, four with me. Everybody can fight, any given day you might catch one. 

“I got interested in the boxing game through my father. My father was a fighter, a six-time kickboxing champion, ninth-degree black belt. We started going to the gym with him, watching him train. I started boxing when I was six years old. Boxing was in the blood. My mother was a second-degree black belt, too. She just chills now. I had 115 amateur fights, 110 wins, five losses.

“I’m married. I’ve got four daughters. My oldest is 13, my youngest is four. Brandy’s the oldest, then it’s Destiny, Zabrea, and Amssie. We call her Misa.

“I’ve got tons of things going on. I own a rim shop, I got my own wheels. You ever seen those wheels when you stop at the light, they keep spinning? They’re called the Zab Judah Wheels. I came up with that. 

“I got a record label. It’s called Super Cartel, it’s out of New York. I put out two albums already. I’m featured on them.

“I got a Zab Judah Foundation for Kids. I just came a little while ago from giving out turkeys. I’m in New York right now. We gave out a thousand turkeys. [note: interview on Nov. 22] Every Thanksgiving, every Christmas we give out toys. Sometimes we go to charity events. Basically, I do a lot for the kids. I’m a kid that came from poverty, so I was going to go back to those same kids, just let them know that, you know, work hard and there is light at the end of the day. A lot of kids in those situations, they just sitting around, looking like it ain’t nothing else in life but to just sell drugs or kill somebody. I let them know there is more to life just than that.”…

STRENGTHS: A lefthander with good skills, speed, and movement…punches in combinations, has good power…is experienced against top opposition…comes from a strong family athletic background…had a strong amateur background…

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 40 fights…204 total rounds…108 world championship rounds (includes IBF interim world title)…

AVERAGE LENGTH OF BOUTS: 5.1 rounds…

KNOCKOUT PERCENTAGE: 64 %...

DISTANCE FIGHTS: 12 rounds - 7 (4-3)...11 rounds - 1 (1-0)…10 rounds - 2 (2-0)...

